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NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  
The 10:30 a.m. service is being livestreamed and recorded. By attending, you consent to your image and voice being used in broadcast/recording. 

 

 

+ GATHERING + 
 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  

   Prelude                                                                                         
 

Psalm of Preparation                                                                                                    Tom Berdos 
 

Musical Meditation      

8:00 a.m.                                                                                                                Holy God (Farlee) 
10:30 a.m.                                                                                      To God be the Glory (arr. Eithun)  
                                                                                                                                St. Peter's Ringers                                                              
Welcome  
  

Please stand.        

                                                                                 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 

you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name. Amen. 
 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 

with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

Almighty God, strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 

hearts through faith. 

C: Amen.      
 

Gathering Hymn              The Church of Christ, in Every Age, ELW 729, stanzas 1, 3, 5         WAREHAM                    
                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Greeting   

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.  

C: And also with you. 
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Canticle of Praise      
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Prayer of the Day 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray together. 

C: Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your 

Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do 

them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Children’s Sermon                                                                                      
                                                                      

+ WORD + 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

Reading                                                                                                      Philippians 3:4b-14 

L: A reading from Philippians.                                                                                         

L: Paul writes: 4b If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on 

the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 

Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness 

under the law, blameless. 7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because 

of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of 

knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 

them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a 

righteousness of my own that comes from the law but one that comes through faith in Christ, 

the righteousness from God based on faith. 10 I want to know Christ and the power of his 

resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 11 if somehow I 

may attain the resurrection from the dead. 12 Not that I have already obtained this or have 

already reached the goal, but I press on to lay hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of me. 
13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider that I have laid hold of it, but one thing I have laid hold 

of: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the 

goal, toward the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 
 

 

L: Word of God. Word of Life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 80:7-15 

                               Sung the whole verse between the worship leader and the congregation 

 

 

7 Restore us, O | God of hosts; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 

 8 You have brought a vine | out of Egypt; 

  you cast out the nations and | planted it. 

 9 You cleared the | ground for it; 

  it took root and | filled the land. 

 10 The mountains were covered | by its shadow 

  and the towering cedar trees | by its boughs.  

 11 You stretched out its tendrils | to the sea 

  and its branches | to the river. 

 12 Why have you broken | down its wall, 

  so that all who pass by pluck | off its grapes? 

 13 The wild boar of the forest has | ravaged it, 

  and the beasts of the field have | grazed upon it. 

 14 Turn now, O | God of hosts, 

  look | down from heaven; 

 15 behold and | tend this vine; 

  preserve what your right | hand has planted. 

Please stand. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel Reading                                                                                                   Matthew 21: 33-46            

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

P: Jesus said: 33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a 

fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and 

went away. 34 When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his 

produce. 35 But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 
36 Again he sent other slaves, more than the first, and they treated them in the same way. 37 Then 

he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38 But when the tenants saw the son, 

they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ 39 So they 

seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40 Now when the owner of the vineyard 

comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41 They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a 

miserable death and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the 

harvest time.”42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that the 

builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our 

eyes’? 43 “Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a 

people that produces its fruits. 44 The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, and it 

will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his 

parables, they realized that he was speaking about them. 46 They wanted to arrest him, but they 

feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet. 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                                Pastor Will Stenke 
                                                                                               

Please stand.       
 

Hymn of the Day                 My Song is Love Unknown, ELW 343, stanzas 1, 2, 6       LOVE UNKNOWN      
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Apostles’ Creed                                               
A: Let us profess our faith together. 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.    
 

     I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 

heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 

and the dead.   
 

     I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.     

 
 

Prayers of Intercession 

A: Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the church, 

those in need, and all of creation.  
 

Each petition closes with:  

A: God of mercy,                   

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

The prayers conclude: 

A: Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the one who 

reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen.   
 

Peace 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.    

C: And also with you. 

Please be seated. 

Please remain in place to share the peace. 

+ THANKSGIVING + 

We give thanks for the saving word and all the gifts of God.  

 

Offering  

Offerings can be made online by going to stpeterslutheran.org/give.  Members, include your envelope number as your 

member ID. Visitors, no need for a member ID.  Please use this time to contemplate how you will give of yourself this week in 

service to your community.  Please fill out the worship record sheet in the black book located at the end of the pew. 
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Offertory   

8:00 a.m.                                                                                     To God be the Glory (arr. Eithun)  

                                                                                                                              St. Peter's Ringers 

10:30 a.m.                                                                     We Praise Your Cross, O Christ (Keesecker)  

                                                                                                                                      Herald Choir                                                       

     Because you bore the scourge for us, because you knew the nails for us, because you shed your blood for us, we praise your cross, O Christ! 
You wore a crown of  thorns for us; you bore the tree of  shame for us; you wore a burial shroud for us. We praise your cross, O Christ! 
Because your throat was parched for us, because you tasted gall for us, because your side was pierced for us, we praise your cross, O Christ! 
You carried all our sins for us; you crushed the serpent's head for us; you conquered death by death for us. We praise your cross, O Christ! 
Because you gave your life for us, because you died for love of  us, because you intercede for us, we praise your cross, O Christ!                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                       

 

Please stand.  
 

Setting the Table  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offering Prayer    

A: Let us pray together, 

C: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us 

with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have 

gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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+ MEAL + 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Great Thanksgiving  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times…we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy… 

    For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 

he comes. 

 

 
 

      Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his glorious 

resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we pray the prayer Jesus taught 

us to say… 
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Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen.  
 

Invitation to Communion 

P: The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice. All are welcome. 
  

C: Thanks be to God. 
  
 

Please be seated. 
 

8:00 a.m. Communion at the rail 

10:30 a.m. Communion is continuous. 
 

All are invited to come forward at the direction of the ushers.  

If you desire to receive communion but are not able to come forward, please alert the ushers. 

Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available. 

 

Lamb of God 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Communion Hymn 

                                                  We Come to the Hungry Feast, ELW 479                       HUNGRY FEAST 

                                                  O Bread of  Life from Heaven, ELW 480  O WELT ICH MUSS DICH LASSEN 

                                                  I Come with Joy, ELW 482                                            DOVE OF PEACE 
 

Please stand. 

Communion Blessing 
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Worship Participants, 8:00 a.m. October 4, 2026 

Assisting Minister:             Diane Gegg 

Lector:                                 Ena Marie Banks        

Greeters:                              John and Jill Kerchner  

Service Coord:                    Steve and Diane Gegg 

Ushers:                                Bob Courtois, Don Wenrich  

Welcome Center:                Shirley Dombach 

AV:                                       Mark Burkholder 

Altar Guild:                         Barb Healy 

Communion Assistants:     Jo Boltz, Ginny Stickler  

Coffee Bar:                          Mark and Donna Aho (hosting)             

Flower Delivery:                 Cathy Graver, Becky Lutz               

 

 

Worship Participants, 10:30 a.m. October 4, 2026 

Assisting Minister:             Al Tusing  

Lector:                                 Greg Hand    

Greeters:                              Sara Gable 

Service Coord:                     Mark Beauregard, Scott Glassford 

Ushers:                                 The Sasso Family 

Welcome Center:                 Rich and Ann Larrick 

AV:                                        Bill Schlener 

Communion Assistants:      Judy Logan, Debbie Stover 

Altar Guild:                          Cheryl Oeschger 

Altar Guild Coord:               Jeff and Anneliese Owen  

Coffee Bar:                           Mark and Donna Aho (hosting)             

Flower Delivery:                  Cathy Graver, Becky Lutz                        

       

 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C: Amen.  
  

Prayer after Communion 

A: Let us pray,      

    God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ, 

making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may 

proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, 

our Lord.  

C: Amen. 

+ SENDING + 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord 

look upon you with favor and + give you peace in the name of the Father and of the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.  
 

Sending Hymn                                                                                                              We Are All One in Christ Jesus, ELW 643                     SOMOS UNO  

                             

Please turn towards the Baptismal font.                                                                       
 

Dismissal 
 

A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God! 
 

8:00 a.m.                                                                                                       To God Be the Glory                                                 
10:30 a.m.                                                                      All Glory Be To God On High  (M. Reger)                                    
            

 Acknowledgements:   
Portions of this service are reprinted with permission from Sundays and Seasons, ELW, copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved and reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27172, and OneLicense.net #A-72456 
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OUR MISSION 
Building a community of faith by God’s grace 

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.” 
John 15:12  

 
OUR VISION   

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church will show our love for God, 
our love for neighbors, and our desire to make disciples.  

 
Because we love God, we will:  
· Worship and pray together.  
· Help each other develop a meaningful relationship with God.  
· Model our faith to children, youth, and others.  
 

 Because we love our neighbor, we will:  
· Serve one another, especially the unseen and underserved within our congregation.  
· Support those in need in our Lancaster community and in the world through our ties with the Lower Susquehanna Synod and 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America. 

· Love others boldly in a diverse and changing world, deepening relationships with our neighbors.  
 

Because we desire to make disciples, we will:  
· Seek to teach God’s love through adult education, programs for children and youth, and our preschool.  
· Offer small groups that connect God’s Word to our everyday lives and create communities of faith.  

· Share the good news in creative and authentic ways with the St. Peter’s family and with neighbors in our community. 
                                                                                                                                                                                          

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------               
 

                               

                             Pastor Will Stenke 

                             Senior Pastor 

                             pastor@stpeterslutheran.org 
 

                             Church Office 

                             Office Staff 

                             office@stpeterslutheran.org 
                            

                             Terry McGuigan 

                             Preschool Board Chairperson 

                                 preschool@stpeterslutheran.org 

 

 
 

               

               Pastor Aaron Cope 

               Visitation Pastor 

               pastor.aaron@stpeterslutheran.org 

                 

                Tom Berdos 

                Music Director 

                tom.berdos@stpeterslutheran.org 

                   

                 Tara Beitzel 

                Children’s Ministry 

                tara@stpeterslutheran.org   

          

   

 

Photography & Video Notice 

Services and events at St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church may be recorded (photo, video, and audio) for use in 

church communications, including social media, print, livestream, and the website. Attendance implies consent to being 

recorded. Children under 18 require a signed media release before being identified. To opt out, please notify a staff 

member.
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